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V ** Bulletin Wire Services 

Washington — The House has voted 
overwhelmingly to allow the com- 
mittee investigating the assassina- 
tions of John Kennedy and Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. to ask federal courts to 
grant immunity to witnesses. 

Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio), chair- 
man of the Select Committee on As- 
sassinations said the panel probably 
already had the power to make immu- 
nity applications to courts but should 
be clearly spelled out so there would 
be no question. The House vote yes- 
terday was 290-112. 

Stokes said the committee has iden- 
tified 100-150 witnesses in the Kennedy 
case alone for whom immunity might 
, be requested. 

Stokes said a grant of immunity “is 
the only tool or mechanism we can use 
to deal with people who may be mem- 
bers of organized crime or soldiers of 
fortune.” 

Stokes’ remark appeared to confirm 
a report that an appearance by sol- 
dier-of-fortune Lcran Hall was post- 
poned this month so that he could be 
given immunity. 

Hall has said in at least four pub- 
lished interviews that before the Ken- 
nedy assassination on Nov. 22, 1963, 
Dallas businessmen offered him 
$50,000 to kill the President. 



Congress Roundup 
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House Panel Won't Ax 
Funds for B-1 Bomber 

Some diehards in the House won’t 
let the. B-1 bpmber die. The House Ap- 
propriations Committee refused to cut 
$463.4 million from the Pentagon’s 
budget for construction of three B-1 
bombers. ?■ 

The surprise 34-21 vote was to reject 
President Carter’s proposal to elimi- 
nate funds for the plane from the 
budget. Carter already has ordered a 
halt in production of the B-1. 

Put House on TV, 

Committee Recommends 

A congressional study committee 
proposed live commercial television 
coverage of House proceedings, per- 
haps as early as January. 

Rep. Jack Brooks (D-Tex), chair- 
man of the Select Committee on Con- 
gressional Operations, said a three- 
month closed-circuit test proved the 
‘‘value” of public coverage. 

The Brooks proposal would leave 
control of the cameras in the hands of 
House employes instructed to focus at 
airtimes on “official floor action.” 
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“I maintain the networks would 
never use a great dear of this any- 
how,” said Brooks. “Unless you com- 
mit suicide right' there they’re not 
going to use it very often.” 

Carter Gets Vet Bill 
Stripped of Benefit Ban 

The House passed and sent to Presi- 
dent Carter a $69 billion money bill 
stripped of a provision denying funds 
to Vietnam veterans whose less than 
honorable discharges were recently 
upgraded. The measure was approved 
by voice vote and provides funds for 
the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, Veterans Adminis- 
tration, and other agencies. 

House and Senate conferees could 
not agree on a provision denying vet- 
erans rights to soldiers who benefited 
from Carter’s decision to upgrade less 
than honorable discharges for Viet- 
nam era GIs. The House passed and 
sent to the White House a separate 
measure calling for denial of benefits. 

Controls Beefed Up 
On Nuclear Exports 

The House passed by 411-0 a bill to 
strengthen controls on the export of 
U.S. nuclear fuel to reduce the possi- 
bility that it could be used by a foreign 


country to make nuclear weapons* It 
was sent to the Senate. 

The legislation Requires that cotm* 
tries seeking to receive U.S. nuclear 
fuel or technology must guarantee 
that none of the fuel will be used for 
atomic weapons, agree not to repr- 
ocess nuclear fuel without U.S. agree- 
ment, permit the International Atom- 
ic Energy Agency to inventory 
nuclear materials, and maintain ade- 
quate security against theft and sabo- 
tage. 

House Sets Up Pane! 

To Study Population 

The House established a committee 
to study world population problems 
and ways the ynited States can ease 
them. The 16-member Select Com- 
mittee on Population was established 
by a 258-to-147 vote. 

Rise in Debt Ceiling 
Approved by House 

A 10 percent increase in the federal 
debt ceiling was narrowly approved 
by the House and sent to the Senate 
just two days before the present ceil- 
ing is to expire. The measure, passed 
213-202, would increase the current 
$700 billion debt ceiling to-$773 billion 
through Sept. 30, 1978. 



